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10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's amendments filed 8/13/08 are acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1 . Claiml-5, 7-8 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Lee 2002/0189274. 

Lee teaches the invention as claimed: 

Regarding claim 1 , an indoor unit (fig. 1 ) of an air conditioner, comprising: 
a main body casing 10, (fig. 9A); a front grill 40 provided forward of the main body 
casing and having a first opening 51 (fig. 2); a first movable panel 50 (fig. 9A) 
configured to move so as to open and close the first opening; a drive portion 73 
(towards element 48 and element 41 , fig. 2) configured to generate a driving force to 
move the first movable panel; and an opening and closing mechanism 43, 48 provided 
at the front grill and configured to move the first movable panel by the driving force of 
the drive portion to open and close the first opening; the opening and closing 
mechanism includes a first opening and closing mechanism 48, ( fig 9A) for moving one 
end of the first movable panel by the driving force of the drive portion and a second 
opening and closing mechanism (close to same element as first opening and closing 
mechanism, but on opposite side of the casing, close to element 41 b, fig. 9B) for 
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moving the other end of the first movable panel by the driving force of the drive portion; 
the opening and closing mechanism is configured so as to distribute the driving force 
from the drive portion to the first opening and closing mechanism (6-3) and the second 
opening and closing mechanism (figs. 9A and 9B). 

Regarding claim 2, at least when mounting the front grill to the main body casing, 
the drive portion is provided in the main body casing (fig. 9A) 

Regarding claim 3, the opening and closing mechanism includes a supporting 
member 72 (fig. 9A) mounted to the first movable panel to support the first movable 
panel. 

Regarding claims 4 and 16, the opening and closing mechanism includes a 
speed reducing mechanism (unnumbered elements inside the element 18, fig. 9A) for 
transmitting the driving force of the drive portion to the first movable panel. 

Regarding claims 5 and 17, the opening and closing mechanism includes a 
converting mechanism (unnumbered elements inside the element 18, fig. 9A) for 
converting a rotary motion transmitted from the drive portion to opening and closing 
movements of the first movable panel. 

Regarding claim 7, the first opening and closing mechanism and the second 
opening and closing mechanism each are formed as a unit (figs. 9A and 9B). 

Regarding claim 8, the first opening and closing mechanism and the second 
opening and closing mechanism are provided such that they are respectively fixed to 
inner surfaces of left and right sides of the said front grill (fig. 9B). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 10-14 and 20-21 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

In response to the Applicant's argument about one drive portion, the examiner 
notes that during patent examination claims are to be given their broadest reasonable 
interpretation consistent with the underlying specification without reading limitations 
from the specification into the claims. In re Prater, 415 F.2d 1393, 1404-05, 162 USPQ 
541, 550-51 (CCPA 1969). In this case, broadly construed, driving porton on both sides 
of the unit is considered to be a driving portion, since the Applicant has not claimed any 
structure that would distinguish claimed driving portion from the applied prior art driving 
portion. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to HELENA KOSANOVIC whose telephone number is 
(571)272-9059. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00, Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve McAllister can be reached on 571-272-6785. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/H. K.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 3749 
102808 



/Steven B. McAllister/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



